The impact that ICCCPO has made, through the activities of our members, to improve conditions for those affected by and caring for childhood cancer, has grown significantly this past year. However, we cannot become complacent as there is still much to be done in many countries before we can announce that all children are receiving effective care.
It was also the first time that ICCCPO held regional meetings in so many regions in one year -meetings were held in Africa, Asia, Europe, Balkan countries, and Latin America.
In April the chairs of SIOP and ICCCPO met in Geneva to discuss future collaboration. During this meeting it was agreed that for the first time members of SIOP throughout the world would join forces with members of ICCCPO to celebrate International Childhood Cancer Day. During the same trip Benson Pau and Kenneth Dollman visited the WHO to discuss areas of co-operation regarding a WHO/ICCCPO project. I wish to thank, among others: each and every member of ICCCPO for working so tirelessly to bring about improvements to the care that is offered, and available, to children and their families with cancer; SIOP, UICC, WHO for our close working relationship; the Paediatric Oncology in Developing Countries (PODC) through its working groups, which include members of the board and ICCCPO, for the ground-breaking work they do to improve cancer care in developing countries; and last but not least all board members who work together so well as a team and never give up on our mission to share information and experiences in order to improve access to the best possible treatment and care for children with cancer everywhere in the world.
Sincerely

Kenneth Dollman Chairman
The 43rd annual conference of ICCCPO was held in Auckland, New Zealand in October 2011. Attended by 60 parent group representatives, delegates came together to seek support and knowledge from their peers from around the world. The survivor group (ICCSN) has become an important part of the conference as we recognize the unique needs of those who have survived childhood cancer. The 2011 ICCCPO conference program offered support through 30 presentations that informed on the psychosocial and medical needs of the patient and their families.
ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY & MEMBERSHIP
The General Assembly accepted 10 new members -4 full and 6 associate -from Australia, Canada, Croatia, India, Italy, Luxembourg, Palestine and Serbia. This brought our membership to 148 member organisations from 81 countries. The General Assembly elected Anders Wollmén from Sweden as member of the Executive Committee, and re-elected Anita Kienesberger from Austria and Kenneth Dollman from South Africa. Kenneth Dollman was elected Chair and Benson Pau Vice-Chair.
CONTINENTAL/REGIONAL MEETINGS & ACTIVITIES
Africa
The 2012 ICCCPO Africa regional meeting was held in March in Cape Town, South Africa in combination with SIOP Africa and the local parent group, CHOC's, biannual conference. The meeting was attended by 85 delegates from 12 countries. An African Workshop was organised that focused on developing capacity through the sharing of experiences of delegates and the expertise of those who presented. The rest of the programme focused on experts sharing projects and programmes that improve the psycho-social care of children and their families. Board member Kenneth Dollman paid a site visit to groups in Namibia, Mozambique and Cameroon. New childhood cancer foundations were formed in Tanzania, Cameroon and most recently Zambia. ICCCPO members and member groups are involved in supporting projects sponsored by World Child Cancer in Ghana, Cameroon, Mozambique and Malawi.
Asia
The 2012 Asia Regional Meeting "Give Hope to Children with Cancer" was held in April in Yogyakarta, Indonesia, organised by Ira Soelistyo and her team. The meeting was attended by 190 participants, from 13 countries. It provided an opportunity for networking and building and strengthening alliances between parent groups and medical practitioners. For the first time this meeting included a separate programme for survivors and a declaration prepared by survivors themselves, named "Our Voice, Strength and Well-being". In September, Kazuyo Watanabe, from Asian Children's Care League, (ACCL-Japan) visited families of children with cancer and health practitioners in Nepal. In December, Kazuyo, who has been collaborating with the medical team and parents in Hue for some years now, together with board members Carmen Auste and Benson Pau visited Hue, Vietnam, to develop the growth of the parent group there.
Latin America
The 2012 Regional Meeting of countries in Latin America was held in September in Colombia, where 11 countries were represented. Highlights included: an interview on CNN in Spanish which afforded the opportunity of sharing the inequalities in access to treatment among countries within Latin America; the presentations on advocacy and awareness; and the presentation by local representatives from the Government and Health Care Services explaining how they are collaborating with childhood cancer foundations in Colombia. Many countries in the region are improving access to treatment for children with cancer through new legislation. Since the last SLAOP Meeting in Bolivia ICCCPO members in different cities are working together to organise local meetings. Board member Edith Grynzspancholc paid site visits to México and Colombia. In México together with ICCCPO member, AMANC, a project is underway to legislate improved access to medical treatment for children with cancer. In Colombia, ICCCPO is involved with mentorship of the World Child Cancer project to facilitate the future sustainability of the project.
North America
Successful liaison with established childhood cancer foundations across Canada continues, but the need to create groups where none exist in areas across the country requires further attention.
The recent serious shortage of production of preservative-free methotrexate experienced in the USA was resolved through interventions by ICCCPO member, the American Childhood Cancer Organization (ACCO), and other cancer organisations with which they collaborated. It was through a grassroots initiative of childhood cancer families to speak out on the impact of this shortage and to demand solutions that the FDA accelerated approval for an additional company to start production of this drug. Increased supply of the drug has alleviated immediate shortages.
Oceania
Visits were made to Sydney and Melbourne where there are many parent groups serving the specific needs of children with cancer and their families. More work still needs to be done on convincing the groups of the value of joining ICCCPO and the contributions they can make. The Pacific Child Cancer project has started its first year with the medical team visiting Fiji, Samoa and Tonga. One of the goals of the project is the formation of parent groups in the Pacific Islands. Whilst the Tonga Child Cancer Foundation has now become a fully functional parent support group, work is continuing on establishing similar groups in Fiji and Samoa.
Europe
The 3rd European ICCCPO Regional Meeting held in April 2012 in Schengen/Luxembourg, was attended by delegates from 16 different countries. The focus of this meeting was the different EU-projects in which ICCCPO is an active partner (ENCCA, IntReALL, EPOC and PanCareSurFup). Ideas for ICCD, the progress of the Survivorship Passport, a report on home care, an update on the Central Paediatric Oncology Centre in the Netherlands and ethical questions in connection with consent giving for bio-banking were discussed. A close relationship with SIOP-Europe and World Child Cancer was stressed. In collaboration with SIOP-Europe, European members of parliament were addressed to inform them of the importance of early detection of childhood cancer, specifically brain tumours, and the revision of the EU Clinical Trials Directive, which is up for discussion in the EU Parliament. In October 2011, at the European Standards of Care follow up conference (in Warsaw, Poland), a document, which agrees on the requirements for paediatric oncology centres in Europe, was translated into seven different languages. An important milestone was the founding of a Parent and Patient Advocacy Committee (PPAC), consisting of parents and survivors, which will convene regularly to discuss and decide on ethical and practical issues related to regulations and demands for Paediatric Oncology within Europe. The 6th regional ICCCPO meeting of countries from the Balkan region was held in Belgrade, Serbia on 28 April, 2012. It was hosted by "Zvončica" and supported by ICCCPO. There were 87 participants from 6 countries, among them parents, survivors, doctors, psychologists, social workers, play-therapists and representatives from the local government authority. Presentations included those on: parents' involvement in professional medical projects and research; parents as advocates; parents as the protagonists for best possible treatment; and the importance of parents' participation in information dissemination. 
COMMUNICATION & INFORMATION
Donations and Sponsorship
ICCCPO has received donations from a number of sources to help with its work. Seven member organisations contributed to the Parents Helping Parents Fund that supports representatives from organisations in low income countries to attend the annual ICCCPO conference. One organisation made a donation specifically for ICCCPO regional work. Should you be able to and wish to support ICCCPO work, please contact the secretariat.
Newsletter, website and social media
Social media has become an important communication tool and supplements the ICCCPO website and newsletters. Between April 17 and December 31 the new ICCCPO website had 5393 visitors, of which 65% were first-time visitors. There were 30530 page-views. During the course of the year a Twitter account (@IntChildCancer) was setup and as of 31 December 2011, has 178 followers. The electronic ICCCPO newsletter is sent out monthly, reporting news from the board and from different member organisations. It serves as a link between members and the interested public as anyone can sign up via www.icccpo.org.
Secretariat
ICCCPO once again wishes to thank the parent organisation VOKK in The Netherlands for their generosity and support by hosting the Secretariat for the eleventh consecutive year. Marianne Naafs-Wilstra heads the secretariat, assisted by Patty Brouwer who fulfills the role of part-time assistant. ICCCPO is grateful for all that is done to keep members updated on the activities of the board, ICCCPO and other related organisations.
COLLABORATION PROGRAMMES
International Childhood Cancer Day
This year for the first time many ICCCPO members were joined by SIOP members on 15 February where they distributed cards with the early warning signs of childhood cancer. In many countries a campaign was organised during the whole of February where a variety of awareness events were held.
World Child Cancer
World Child Cancer, a subsidiary of ICCCPO, funds projects that help children with cancer in low and middle income countries. It funds medical twinning partnerships by linking hospitals in developed with those in developing countries. Trustees of World Child Cancer have always recognized the importance of good psycho-social support of families, however this year they have gone one step further and agreed that where possible, new projects should also include funding for psycho-social support. Benson Pau, Marianne Naafs-Wilstra, Simon Lala and Kenneth Dollman (World Child Cancer trustees) provide valuable advice and input where this is concerned. The charity has once again increased the amount of children it helps in the 8 projects supported in Bangladesh, Cameroon, Colombia, Ghana, Malawi, Mozambique, Pacific Islands and Philippines. Projects are in development with AHOPCA, Namibia and Zambia for next year. The charity has benefitted from the generous support of ICCCPO members.
ICCSN
Sabine Karner and Michaela Willi, ICCSN representatives, organised the programme for survivors during the Annual congress in New Zealand. The sessions for survivor groups included a film presentation, reports of both national and cross border survivor group activities and mentoring projects.
My Child Matters
As a partnership between the Sanofi Espour Foundation and the UICC, this initiative continues to fund a number of projects associated with childhood cancer in developing countries. Many of these projects are driven by or work together with members of ICCCPO. It is through the generous donation of the Sanofi Espour Foundation that these projects are making a difference in lives of children with cancer. Executive Committee member Kenneth Dollman continues to serve on the My Child Matters steering committee.
Non-Communicable Diseases (NCD) Advocacy
ICCCPO continued to drive the advocacy of childhood cancer within the context of the UN NCD. In September, 2011, ICCCPO representatives attended the UN NCD High-Level Meeting in New York. They also hosted a round table discussion to broaden alliances for childhood cancer. In March, 2012, ICCCPO collaborated in the first international NCD Child conference "A Roadmap Beyond the UN Summit on NCDs". The forum led to the establishment of a multi-stakeholder movement for NCD CHILD and the issuance of the Oakland Statement "Putting Children and Adolescents in the Global NCD Agenda".
UICC -ICCCPO Vietnam Project
Since 2010, UICC has been supporting Hue Central Hospital, Vietnam, with the focus on enhancing pediatric oncology care and increasing support for childhood cancer patients. In March 2012, ICCCPO, with funding support from UICC and with ACCL as implementing partner, embarked on a project for organisational development and strengthening of the Hue Central Hospital parent group. 
Building a Partnership with WHO
